since the days of Domitian. There had been spasmodic outbreaks of fierce persecution under Decius, — " that execrable beast," as Lactantius calls him,— under Valerian, and under Aurelian. But Aurelian's reign was short and he had been too busy fighting to spare much time for religious persecution. The tempest quickly blew over. For fully half a century, with brief interludes of terror, the Church had been gathering strength and boldness.
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